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                        Makey Makey 
During the first half of the year, 8th grade 
students experimented with physical 
computing. They began by taking apart a 
tea light candle and using its parts to build 
their own electrical circuits that lit the LED 
bulbs. Next, they built different types of 
switches and added them to their circuits to 
control the flow of electricity; similar to 
turning lights on and off using a wall light 
switch.  
 

 
 
From there, the students began creating 
circuits that incorporated a Makey Makey 
and our Chromebooks. Makey Makey is a 
device that allows us to replace computer 

keyboard strokes using everyday conductive 
materials. For example, instead of using the 
arrow keys to play a computer-based game, 
students used tinfoil or pennies as 
touchpoints to control their game.  
 

 
 
After a little practice building computer 
programs using Scratch, students 
brainstormed problems they could solve or 
interactive game controllers they could 
make through physical computing. They 
designed, tested, reflected, and redesigned 
their prototypes until they had a product to 
share with staff members. 



 

 
 

 
 

The students practiced many 21st century 
skills and they problem solved, used critical 
thinking skills, creativity and imagination as 
well as collaboration.  

 

 
An SEL Minute from Lisa Larson, LCSW 

 
Tuning into the moment helps us to 
regulate our emotions and reduces 
stress.  Many adults are constantly “on-the-
go”, juggling various 
responsibilities. Unfortunately, we are not 
our best selves under these 
circumstances. Children may feel this 
hurried vibe from us, which can 
inadvertently cause them to feel restless, 
worried and anxious.  
 
How do we slow things down? Try taking a 
short break (start with 5-10 minutes per 
day) with your child or children. For 
younger children - read a book to them or 
have them read to you, or play a short 
game.  For older children, ask them 
questions about topics they're interested in 
and get a conversation going, e.g. “How do 
these Yu-Gi-Oh cards work?”, or "Who's 
your favorite YouTuber?" 
 
This simple practice connects both you and 
your child, while helping to reduce their 
anxiety.  Additionally, it hits on a couple 
different social and emotional levels, and 
can improve their self-esteem. It can also 
show that you are interested in and want to 
spend time with them.  

 



 
The pandemic created a lot of changes in 
schools. As we learned more about Covid 
we were able to adjust our protocols and 
allow for more normalcy including this 
week, making masks optional. There are 
many different people and groups that 
helped add normalcy and fun back in to the 
school day, overcoming challenges and 
being flexible were key.  

 
This year, the OSMS PTO, along with OSMS 
Youth and Family and Parks and Rec has 
been critical in supporting the school and 
the students. They contributed to our SEL 
(Social Emotional Learning) kick off day that 
included many outdoor activities, games 
and crafts., the students made buttons, 
blew giant bubbles, and participated in SEL 
related games. During the week of 
Valentine’s Day, the PTO was able to bring 
the book fair back to OSMS. Students got to 
return to the book fair to browse for books 
and knickknacks. The group has many other 
fun activities planned for the spring 
including a fun day outside and the return 
of the grade 8 dance.  

 
 
Our athletic director, Brendan Saunders and 
the coaches were able to get sports running 
again this year. There were many 
modifications and adjustments, but with 
protocols in place, the middle school 
students were able to play basketball, 

soccer, field hockey, and run cross country 
and indoor track. Covid was challenging, but 
the students were happy to compete. 

 
 
The Unified Basketball team has had a great 
season this year. With the ability to 
compete against other schools we have 
been able to enjoy what sports are all 
about. Members of the team have not only 
been able to develop their basketball skills, 
but also have added to our schoolwide 
inclusive atmosphere. We look forward to 
continuing our successes into the Spring 
season.  
 

 



 
 
We recently were able to hold a band 
concert for each grade. The band teachers 
followed the ever changing Covid guidelines 
over the past two years to prepare 
students. The students were thrilled to be 
able to put on their first performance in a 
long time. When we first returned to 
school, only a few students were able to 
practice together, socially distanced, and 
with bell covers on wind instruments. In 
some cases, the teachers had students 
spread out on the stage and up the aisles of 
the auditorium to allow them to have a 
group of students together while 
distancing. This October, students were 
finally able to play as a whole band. The 
teachers worked with the high school staff 
to implement Covid protocols for the 
audience. It was a feeling of normalcy and 
joy to see the students play together for a 
live audience. We would like to thank Mr. 
Conti and Miss Caruthers for their 
dedication and flexibility during the 
pandemic allowing the students to play on.  
 
The PE department has been able to bring 
back the loved gymnastics unit. The 
students got to use balance beams, vaults 
and other equipment that has been put 
away for the last two years.  
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
The pandemic has been challenging for 
everyone, but so many have put in great 
efforts to provide students with a 
memorable middle school experience.  
 

 
 

 
 
  
	 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students of the Month 
December 2021 / January 2022 

 
 

Grade 8: Michele Sapazhnikov & 
Greyson Richards 

 
 

Grade 7: Lucas Emanuelson & 
Veronica Pineda 

 
 

Grade 6: Rio Grigorious & Joshua 
Lopez-Cazali 

 
 

Grade 5: Arciniegas Villalobos & 
Arthur Dutra 

 
 

	 
	 

 

Volunteer with the PTO: 
The PTO is looking for volunteers to help 
several important events at OSMS. Please see 
the events below. If you can help, please 
contact Robyn Kendrick, PTO president, at 
robyn.cabral@gmail.com . 
Help needed with these activities: 

• OSMS Restaurant Fundraisers 
• Grade 8 Dance 
• Grade 8 Breakfast 
• Field Day 
• Teacher Appreciation Lunch 



 
Information and Reminders 

 
 

Masks: Although masks are no longer mandated in school, they are still recommended. We 
encourage you to talk with your children about your feelings on mask-wearing based on your 
family situations. Please remind students that they should respect each other's decision about 
mask-wearing and not pressure one another about mask-wearing choices.  Other mitigations 
will remain in place for now. Please keep in mind that these protocols are subject to change 
should case rates, insignificant and ongoing transmission in schools, the outbreak of a new 
variant, or other unexpected circumstances arise. We will make changes in practices based on 
public health information through consultation with public health authorities.  
 
 
Report Cards: The marking period will end March 9th. The Parent Portal will be closed for 
trimester 2 beginning March 4th for grading purposes. Please check PowerSchool with you 
children before March 4th to discuss any missing work. We plan to mail report cards on March 
15th. 
 
 
Chromebooks should be charged and ready for school each day. Students should keep their 
Chromebooks in their cases at all times so the technology does not get damaged. Families are 
charged for broken equipment, so please remind students that Chromebooks are school 
property and students are responsible for taking care of them.  
 
 
Students are marked tardy if they are not in their homeroom by 8:05. Please remind students to 
be to school early enough to get to their locker and into class by 8:05. Four tardies to school 
equals a detention. Students are not allowed to go to class with drinks from Dunkin’ or 
Starbucks. Water is the only drink that should be brought to class.  
 
	 
	 

 


